Enjoy the Outdoors on Fort Riley

Fort Riley is a well known destination for those that enjoy the outdoors.   It really is no coincidence that Fort Riley is known as one of the premier hunting and fishing installations within the Army.  Just the fact that we are located in north central Kansas is an excellent start.  You would be hard pressed to find an area that has more species of game animals and in good numbers.  Add to that some excellent management over the years and Fort Riley has become known as a destination for outdoor activity.  

There is something for everyone including hunting, fishing, hiking and nature photography. Spring is definitely an exciting time for outdoor recreation on Fort Riley.  The installation has twenty-nine managed fishery impoundments and hunting opportunities exist on over 71,000 acres of timber and prairie.  Even if hunting or fishing is not in your forte, there are many other opportunities to enjoy the outdoors in the area.  The scenic Flint Hills found on Fort Riley offer the mountain biker a stiff challenge and horseback rider with some excellent views.  
FISHING

To fish in any Fort Riley stream or impoundment, you must possess a state of Kansas fishing license if you are between the age of 16 and 65 In addition, individuals that are actively fishing for trout from October 15-April 15 at Moon Lake must also possess a state of Kansas trout stamp, regardless of age.  

The twenty-nine ponds and lakes on Fort Riley are actively managed for sport fishing.  Game fish management on the installation emphasizes monthly stocking of channel catfish from March through August.  There will be 14,000 lbs of channel catfish stocked on installation waters in 2006.  The stocking sheets are posted at the Conservation Office, Building 1020, Huebner Road and on the Fort Riley website located at http://www.riley.army.mil/Recreation/Outdoor/Fishing/
In addition to the 29 lakes and ponds, there are abundant opportunities to fish the 145 miles of streams and rivers on Fort Riley.  The Kansas and Republican Rivers and Wildcat creek are excellent places to start.  Small and largemouth bass and channel catfish are common in the Kansas and Republican River.  There is also a potential for walleye, white bass and wipers that are released from Milford Reservoir.  Wildcat Creek is a smaller stream, but no less inviting, where spotted bass can be caught by conventional rod and reel as well as a fly rod.  
Hunting

The hunting opportunities on Fort Riley are bountiful.  You can hunt waterfowl, upland birds, furbearers, rabbits, squirrels, dove, turkey, whitetail deer, and even elk if you are fortunate enough to draw a permit.  Persons between the age of 16 and 65 must possess a state of Kansas hunting license and a Fort Riley hunting license.  Both of these may be purchased at licensed vendors and online at the Kansas Department of Wildlife & Parks homepage.  

Waterfowl hunting on post can be fantastic.  Fort Riley has several managed wetlands and old farm ponds that can provide excellent hunting.  The Kansas and Republican rivers have traditionally been excellent waterfowl hunting areas, especially when the ponds and lakes start to freeze over.  Most of the waterfowl harvested on post come from these two rivers.

Bobwhite quail, Greater prairie-chicken and the Ring-necked pheasant are the primary upland bird species found on Fort Riley.   Bobwhite quail can be common all over Fort Riley in average to good numbers most years.  All upland birds depend on a number of factors to pull off successful clutches.  Therefore, numbers of birds from year to year can fluctuate greatly.  Greater prairie-chicken numbers have been holding steady over the last few years and can be found in their best numbers on the Northwest to North central part of post.  Ring-necked pheasants can be found in moderate numbers on post primarily close to agricultural areas in the western half of post.  
There is an abundance of furbearers on Fort Riley which can be hunted or trapped under limited conditions.  Predator calling is a popular activity on Fort Riley and some take advantage of running furbearers at night.  There are special requirements for furbearer harvesting on post, please visit the Conservation Office for more details.

Rabbits, Squirrels and Mourning dove can all be found on Fort Riley in good numbers.  Rabbits can be hunted all year long and the squirrel season runs for nine months.  
Turkeys are plentiful on Fort Riley and can be found just about anywhere.  The spring season will run from April 12- May 31 this year.  The Spring Turkey Fact Sheet is available at the Conservation Office and from the Fort Riley Webpage at http://www.riley.army.mil/Recreation/Outdoor/Hunting/.    There is also a fall season on turkeys that runs from October through January.  We have both Rio Grande and Eastern turkeys on post.

Whitetail deer hunting in Kansas has grown to national attention with numerous big deer being harvested in the every year.  Fort Riley is no different.  Visit the “Fort Riley Wall of Fame” at the Conservation Office to see for yourself.  The annual Deer Fact Sheet is available to the public online and at the Conservation office on or about 1 July.

Lastly, Fort Riley’s elk herd offers a unique hunting opportunity for Kansas Residents.   The permit allocation in recent years has been 20-30 elk tags issued.  Applications must be sent to the Kansas Department of Wildlife & Parks.  Applications are only available for a brief time, generally towards the end of June, with the application deadline being mid July. 
As always, please note that the military mission has precedence over the announced hunting seasons.  The Fort Riley Military Reservation or portions of it may be closed at anytime, without prior notice, due to military activities.  Security measures may be implemented at any time without notice.   Please call or visit the Conservation Office (239-6211) if you have any questions.   

