Opening Day Elk


Remember on the first day of school your teacher would preach to the class and say if you do your homework you will get an A.  Well SSG Trevor Haddix, USAG gets an A.  Eleven minutes into Fort Riley’s Elk season Trevor Haddix arrowed a magnificent bull elk, and yes he did his homework.   



Trevor Haddix was born in Omaha Nebraska but grew up in Alaska hunting with his father.  A biologist with the Alaska Department of Fish and Game his father used to take Trevor with him when he was too young to actually hunt.  In Alaska he has hunted big horn sheep, caribou, mountain goats, Sitka black-tailed deer and bear.  “I grew up hunting the things other people dream about hunting, so for me I get excited about hunting turkeys.”  


Trevor spent the entire month of September doing his homework for a Fort Riley Elk Hunt 101.  In other words he scouted every chance he got, and boy did it pay off.  He located 26 different bulls scattered about on Fort Riley.  “I knew they were there, it was just a matter of which one presented the right shot.”  The Madison creek drainage was a hot spot but the fan closed down on Sept. 28 so that was not an option Trevor said.  He opted for what he thought was an area that would have the least amount of hunting pressure in order to keep the odds in his favor.  “When I got in there and got set up and bugled once and the bull bugled right back.  I got situated and began cow calling, a little bit later the cows came by followed by the bull.  When I shot I knew I hit him good.”  Trevor has hunted for elk in other states and obviously knows what he is doing.  “I know from experience that if you bugle at a bull with cows he cant stand it and will bugle back.”  The bull in question field dressed at 720 pounds and had an estimated live weight of 880-930 pounds.  It green scores around 340 and is the first elk kill recorded on Fort Riley using a recurve bow.


Another aspect of Trevor’s homework is maintaining his archery skills.  He has participated in 3-D shoots and practices throughout the year.  In fact he makes his own bows and specifically made a bow for this elk hunt.  A 56# recurve made from died and laminated maple wood.  “It took about 13 hours to make”, he said.  He began making bows about ten years ago as a hobby “the custom bows I saw at the 3-D shoots were too expensive to buy so I began making my own.”  He uses a band saw to rough-cut the laminated wood, uses a rotary lathe to shape the riser a little and everything else is by hand.  During the mid 80’s Trevor says he got caught up in the “compound craze” but during a caribou hunt he could not get into an upright position in order to shoot his compound bow with out spooking the caribou.  He had a recurve with him as a back up, the next time out he took it instead of the compound and took a caribou.  He has hunted with a recurve or a long bow ever since and now hunts exclusively with bows he makes himself.


Trevor seems to be extremely lucky at drawing rare and highly sought after big game tags.  This was his first attempt at applying for a Fort Riley elk tag and he drew the number one bull tag, one of only eight bull tags available for the 2002 season.  In 1999   he drew the number one Fort Huachucca archery antelope tag, one of only two available.  He harvested the first and only antelope to date with archery equipment there also.  In 1993 he drew a state of Alaska bison tag, however Alaska law dictates that legal equipment for bison hunting be limited to rifles.  Rather ironically, he has repeatedly applied for a state of Arizona elk tag, a tag in which you have about a 25% chance of drawing and has never been successful.


Trevor’s next challenge for the immediate future is pursuing the ever-elusive white-tailed deer.  He is not as experienced at hunting whitetails as he is other North American big game and is not used to seeing the caliber of bucks we have here on post.  He is however looking forward to the challenge and I wish him and all Fort Riley hunters good luck during their hunting endeavors this fall.

