The Wily Coyote

The wily coyote has earned its reputation as the craftiest of wildlife.  They have been shot at, poisoned, cussed and demonized.  Yet this remarkable animal has not only survived an attempt at extermination, it has maintained its place as the most widespread of all the large predators in North America.  

Coyotes are omnivorous, eating a wide variety prey and some plant matter.  Approximately 90% of their diet consists of mice, rats, rabbits, squirrels and carrion.  Deer are occasionally consumed, but those are mostly sick or injured animals.  Coyotes have excellent hearing, sight and smell. In fact, the coyote's sense of hearing and smell are so keen that a sudden change in odor or noise can make it change its course mid-step. Its agility in this respect is incredible, perhaps unique to all wildlife.

Coyotes, as well as wolves, were treated as spiritual creatures by many Native American tribes.  The coyote was respected and imitated for its cunning and versatility.  European settlers found the coyote on the plains, prairies, and deserts of central and western North America. They were soon regarded as a threat to livestock and considered a nuisance animal.  Many states had a bounty on coyotes and some counties conducted organized hunts.  Still the coyote persisted.  Today, they are probably more adapt at survival than at any time in their past.

Even though they are still a threat to livestock, wildlife damage control is focused on individual coyotes rather than the entire population. It has been learned that only a few out of the population are often the cause of most of the damage. Also, coyotes play an important role in the balance of nature.  Complete removal of this predator would have a significant impact on the small mammals and mesopredators such as raccoons and opossums.  Although conflicts occasionally arise, the coyote indeed has its rightful place.  Many farmers now appreciate its value as a scavenger and a predator of rodents. The coyote's economic importance and its role in nature should be considered in any evaluation of the animal. 

Over the years, the coyote has been coveted for its pelt.  In the 1980’s, it was not uncommon to fetch upwards of $100 on a good tanned fur. Today, the price per pelt averages $10-$20.  Most coyote furs as well as other furs are shipped to Canada and countries overseas where wearing furs is much more common.  

Coyotes are best known for their trademark howl.  The coyote can also bark, growl, wail, and squeal. Although often silent in daytime, it may make itself heard at any time from sunset to sunrise, and especially at dusk and dawn.  Often times the howling of one triggers that of the others, resulting in an impressive concert. Two coyotes howling in unison can create the illusion of a dozen or more.  The coyote’s howling intrigues researchers, which appears to be a means of communication with other coyotes, although no one is really sure. One howl invariably brings a reply, and then a sort of commentary followed by another prolonged cry, and finally a volley of raucous yelpings. 

Personally, I think the coyote is just letting us know it is there.

