Fort Riley’s Streams and Rivers

Most Fort Riley anglers are familiar with the fishing opportunities that are provided by the installations 29 fishable ponds.  However, many overlook the potential that Fort Riley’s 145 miles of streams and rivers have to offer.

The best potential for game-fish can be found on the fort’s three major rivers, the Republican, Smokey Hill and Kansas.  The flow in the Republican River is determined by the amount of water that Milford reservoir is releasing.  During times of low flow fishes will congregate in the deeper pools.  Channel and flathead catfish, white bass, wipers, walleye and even large and smallmouth bass can be found in the Republican.  The clear water and shallow stretches of water make the Republican River a prime spot to bow fish for nonsport fish.  

Bow fishing is permitted on Fort Riley in the Republican, Smokey Hill and Republican Rivers and in Funston Lake.  It is also permitted at Marshall Lake when full and in the Whitside oxbow of the Kansas River.  All state regulations for fishing are in effect on Fort Riley.  Trotlines, limb lines, bank lines or any type of setline can be used in the Kansas, Republican, and Smokey Hill Rivers.  They can also be used in Wildcat, Madison and Timber Creeks.

The Republican River also supports a large number of rough fish including carp and drum.  Unlike the Republican, the waters of the Kansas and Smokey Hill Rivers normally run fairly turbid, making live bait one of the preferred methods for fishing.  Anglers fishing these waters might end up catching a shovelnose sturgeon, which is a uniuque looking fish to say the least.  Sturgeons can be caught throughout the spring and summer by fishing worms on the bottom of the stream.    

The majority of streams on Fort Riley are too small to support populations of game fish.  Wildcat creek on the eastern side of the base does support healthy populations of catfish and bass.  This creek consists of an alternating pattern of pools and riffles.  Quality sized catfish can be caught in the large pools, especially near woody debris where riffles enter the pools.  Both largemouth bass and spotted bass are relatively common in most stretches of Wildcat creek.  A fifteen-inch length limit is in effect for black bass.  Sections of Wind creek also contain good numbers of largemouth bass.    

For those wanting to pursue more exotic faire, Fort Riley has an abundance of turtles, bullfrogs and crayfish.  A State of Kansas fishing or combination license and a Fort Riley fishing license are required to take turtles and frogs, and all state regulations do apply on Fort Riley.  Snapping and soft-shelled turtles are the only species allowed for taking on Fort Riley.  There is no season for turtles and the daily limit is eight. Turtle traps can be set post wide.  No permits are required to seine for crayfish, but seining is only allowed in training areas west of US Highway 77 and in all impoundments and rivers.  Bullfrogs season extends from July 1 through October 31, with the daily limit being eight. Bullfrogs can be taken post wide, but may not be taken with a bow from Breakneck, Moon or Cameron Springs ponds.

Fishing flowing waters can provide a nice change to pond fishing.  The chance of catching a very large fish like flathead catfish and carp drastically increases when fishing rivers.  And if the fish aren’t biting, there are always frogs and turtle to go after, both of which make for excellent table fare.  Imagine having your neighbors over for some frog leg appetizers followed by some snapping turtle soup!  However, you might want to wait until after dinner is over to tell them what exactly they’re eating.  

